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SUMMARY

Introduction

Overview of the Garden History of Medieval Japan and the Status of Research
ONO Kenkichi, Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Although Kyoto was the cultural center even in the Medieval period for the construction and use of gardens, with the
establishment of the Kamakura military government, garden culture flourished in Kanto as well, centered on Kamakura.
In particular, conditions of the garden at Kenchdji temple, founded by Lanxi Daolong, with its strong awareness
of scenery and the arrangement of its temple compound, became the norm for subsequent Zen temple gardens and
compounds. The foremost Zen priest from the end of the Kamakura and the Northern and Southern Courts periods,
who holds an extremely important position in the history of gardens, was Musd Soseki, who left excellent gardens at
Tenryiiji and Saihgji temples. His gardens are interpreted as the product of a philosophy that took garden building and
religious practice as a unified entity. As gardens of Muromachi shoguns, in addition to main shogunal residences such
as Muromachidono, those worthy of special mention include the third shogun Yoshimitsu’s Kitayamadono (which later
became Rokuonji temple), and the eighth shogun Yoshimasa’s Higashiyamadono (which became Jishdji temple), having
the magnificent structures of the Kinkaku and Ginkaku, respectively. Also, in the Sengoku era, which constituted the
latter half of the Muromachi period, gardens were built as essential furnishings at the residences of the regional warrior
class. Looking at excavated examples, the styles include both pond gardens and dry landscape gardens, and the formats
are not uniform but rather a situation of competition for originality can be perceived. In addition, the dry landscape
garden emerged as a style in the latter half of the Muromachi period, while around the same time the activities of
kawaramono gardeners (i.e., members of a stigmatized class, which nonetheless produced a variety of artisans and
entertainers) draw attention as those who did the actual work of garden building. The Medieval period was a time
when gardens reached a high level both technically and in terms of design, and as their historic development was also

dynamic, further interdisciplinary research and the dissemination of the results are hoped for in the future.

Part 1 Gardens of Medieval Kyoto

The Significance of Minasedono (Minaserikyii) in Urban and Garden History
TOYODA Hiroaki, Collaborating Project Scholars Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University

The Minase detached palace (Minasedono) beloved by Retired Emperor Gotoba, an exemplary man of culture of the
Kamakura period, was gradually expanded over Phase 1, Phase 2, and Phase 3. The core area of the Minase detached

palace in Phase 3, its most prosperous period, even had a block composed of several groups of palace buildings. Among
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the groups of palace buildings comprising the Minase detached palace were those such as “Yamanoue no Gosho,” built
in spreading fashion over the hillside some 500 m to the west of the core area. This Yamanoue no Gosho was outfitted
with a pond on which excursions could be made and a waterfall arranged with large stones, and the setting offered
excellent scenery and vistas. It also appears that various related facilities stood over a wide area at the Minase detached
palace, including the temple, with pond and central island, built by imperial order for the retired emperor, the palace of
the prince of the retired emperor, and villas with ponds of close retainers.

The Minase detached palace thus integrated related facilities centered on the central core which spread over a vast
area of affiliated lands comprised of multiple estates. Through this manner of composition, the diverse scenery of the
richly elegant Minase district itself probably functioned as it were in the manner of a vast garden.

The author considers that places serving as politically and economically important locations should probably
be considered urban, even in cases where they are not necessarily densely populated. Minase, where important
determinations of policy were made, can thus be called a city.

The locus of Minase (as it may be called), centered on the Minase detached palace, was a city where the retired
emperor engaged in entertainment as well as government affairs, and may be considered a garden city with the

surrounding district as a vast garden.

The Evolution of Medieval Japanese Gardens from the Perspective of Historical
Changes at Kitayamadono
SUZUKI Hisao, Kyoto Sangyo University

In the twelfth month of Gannin 1 (1224), a sumptuous villa called Kitayamadono was built by the powerful noble
Saionji Kintsune on the hills of Kitayama near the Heian capital. The buildings within the grounds were designed to
take full advantage of the topography of the site and were enveloped by a garden, all in all creating an undeniable
elegance. The villa was afterwards handed over to the third Ashikaga shogun Yoshimitsu and completely rebuilt to
become an icon of what is known as Kitayama culture. This contribution attempts to see whether characteristics of
Medieval gardens can be discerned by observing, through an examination of the garden features of Kitayamadono, how

Ashikaga Yoshimitsu transformed the Saionji family villa into his own.

Shogunal Residences and Environmental Culture of the Muromachi Period
TAKAHASHI Yasuo, Hanazono University

This contribution makes an examination regarding the shogunal residences (urban and mountain villas in and around
the capital) and their gardens, from the perspectives of architectural history, urban history, and environmental culture
history. The first section takes up Yoshimitsu’s Muromachidono and Kitayamadono, Yoshinori’s Muromachidono, and

Yoshimasa’s Higashiyama mountain villa, describing the composition of shogunal residences and their changes while
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